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Traveling Chalice Program

Tools for Vocations

With the constant visual reminder of
a prominently placed chalice they've
taken home from church after Sunday
Mass, a family (or individual) prays for
vocations during a week-long period of
time while also writing down their
experiences in prayer.
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Summary

The Traveling Chalice Program is a simple, eﬀective way to get
parishioners directly involved in the vocations eﬀort. (It should be
noted that the program can also be done using a cruciﬁx; we shall refer
to a chalice here for the purposes of explaining how the program is
implemented.)
On Sunday, an individual—or a couple or family—takes the chalice.
This can be done in diﬀerent ways. The priest can present the chalice
at the end of Mass or the chalice can be picked up in the sacristy after
Mass. The recipient(s) would then take the chalice home with them,
put it in a prominent place within their home, and pray every day for
vocations over one week's time. Those participating utilize a 'memory
book' to write down their experiences of that week, as well as the
prayers that come about as a result; the book then becomes a source
for possible members of a special parish vocation team.
A given week's recipient should be reminded to return the chalice
to the parish on the Friday following pick-up—or to simply return it
before to the correct Mass time on Sunday. The succeeding recipient
should be prompted as to when their turn is coming.
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Traveling Chalice Program for the Parish
Program Outline
Ÿ Traveling Chalice Program is simple, eﬀective way to get parishioners directly involved in vocations

eﬀort
Ÿ How it is implemented:
Ÿ At a Sunday Mass, individual (or couple or family) receives chalice
Ÿ Recipient(s) take(s) chalice home with them, put in prominent place, and pray every day for

vocations that week
Ÿ ’Memory book’ is used to write down their experiences during the week / prayers that

come about as result
Ÿ Book becomes sources for possible members of parish vocation team
Ÿ The chalice should be returned to parish oﬃce on Friday or to sacristy before Mass on

Sunday
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Traveling Chalice Program for the Parish
Implementation

Time of Year
spring

summer

fall

winter

MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB
Any Time

Lead Time

Eﬀort

Cost

low med high

low med high

low med high

Serrans / Volunteers
• Secure chalice and kit
• Schedule families to take the kit
• Prompting the next family that it's their turn to take the chalice and memory book
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Traveling Chalice Program for the Parish
Program History, Development, and Additional Resources
A vocations-promotion endeavor that's been popular for years within parishes around the
country, the Traveling Chalice or Cruciﬁx Program is a simple, eﬀective way to get parishioners directly
involved in the vocations eﬀort. It can also be a great way to encourage families to pray together at
home.
After Sunday Mass, an individual—or a couple or family—takes the chalice. Some parishes fasten
the chalice in an attractive wood tabernacle to keep it sacred. The priest can present the chalice at
the end of Mass or the chalice can be picked up in the sacristy after Mass. (It should be noted that the
program can also be done using a cruciﬁx; we shall refer to a chalice here for the purposes of
explaining how the program is implemented.) The recipient(s) would then take the chalice home with
them, put it in a prominent place within the home, and pray every day for vocations over one week's
time. It may represent the ﬁrst time the topic of vocations has been explored by the recipient(s), and
be an important week for the recipient(s). It presents a good opportunity to invite family and friends
to join in sharing and prayer.
Those participating may use a 'memory book' to write down their experiences; the book becomes
a source for possible members of a parish vocation team.
A given week's recipient should be reminded to return the chalice to the parish on the Friday
following pick-up—or to simply bring it to the sacristy before the scheduled Mass on Sunday. The
succeeding recipient should be prompted as to when their turn is coming.
Establishing a Traveling Chalice Program in your parish is a straightforward matter. First, obtain
the support of the pastor and select a leader to administer the program. Second, purchase a chalice
or obtain a chalice from the parish. Third, purchase a memory book and vocation prayers—and, if
appropriate, a child's Mass kit for families with young children.
An enthusiastic invitation by the pastor is the best way to actually get parishioners started with
the program. The program leader needs to encourage all parishioners to welcome the chalice into
their homes. Sign-up cards can be placed in the pews and in the church vestibule or passed out on
donut Sunday. Where there is a school, an invitation can be sent home with students. Frequent
articles in the church bulletin, a post on the parish website, and a listing in the bulletin of the names
of those taking the chalice over the next four weeks are all good steps to keep the program moving
forward.

Serra Promotion and Resource Kit #04

5

Traveling Chalice Program for the Parish
Additional Resources
Additional Resources
Online registration form for the Traveling Chalice Program at St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church
(Buﬀalo, NY); this is a good example of a simple, easy-to-use, online registration form for the
program—which would be linked to from the parish's website:
https://stfrancisxavierbuﬀalo.wufoo.com/forms/traveling-chalice-program/
PDF of a ﬂyer which parishioners used to sign up for the Traveling Chalice Program at St. Antonius
Roman Catholic Parish (Cincinnati, OH); this is a good example to use if your group is looking to use
ﬂyers to promote your program:
https://saintantoninus.org/documents/2013/11/Traveling%20Chalice%20Sign-up.pdf
PDF of parish bulletin from the Church of St. Albert (Albertville, MN) containing a good example
of a parish bulletin summary of the Traveling Chalice Program on page III:
http://www.churchofstalbert.org/Bulletins/20160821.pdf
Article from the Madison Catholic Herald (WI) which details how a group of retirees started a
Traveling Chalice Program in their retirement community:
http://www.madisoncatholicherald.org/news/around-diocese/622-retirees-begin-travelingchalice-program-at-all-saints-neighborhood.html
Article from Knights of Columbus-Texas State Council website detailing how its Traveling Chalice
Program grew rapidly. They used an interesting case to carry the chalice:
http://www.tkofc.org/news/v/traveling-chalice
Web page of Archdiocese of St. Louis (MO) with an invitation from the archdiocese to invite
parishes to participate in the Traveling Chalice Program:
http://archstl.org/vocations/page/vocation-prayer-chalice-program
Printable Annunciation Prayer Card from Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
http://serraspark.org/assets/04-annunciation-prayer-card.pdf
Printable Feed My Sheep Prayer Card from Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
http://serraspark.org/assets/04-feed-my-sheep-prayer-card.pdf
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Tools for Vocations

For more information about
Serra Vocations Tools, visit us at
SerraSpark.org
Or write us at
Spark@serraus.org
Phone 312-201-6549

